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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the role and position of
Afghanistan's hot and mineral springs in tourism development. The
type of research is applied in terms of its nature and analytical-
descriptive method. The required information and documents were
collected using library and field methods. The statistical population
includes members of the academic staff and students of the Faculty
of Engineering, and the number and size of the study population
were determined to be 106 people using the Cochran formula. In
order to analyze the information, Excel software was used, and the
SWOT model was used to determine strategies and solutions for the
development of hot and mineral springs tourism. The research
findings show that the unique therapeutic properties of the springs,
which are related to the geochemical diversity, green and peaceful
environment, appropriate access to transportation, infrastructure
development facilities, and tourism services, are among their
advantages. So that the therapeutic properties of hot and mineral
springs have a great impact on attracting local tourists. However, the
weak infrastructure, disregard for the tourism potential of mineral
and hot springs, the possibility of destruction of the natural
environment around the springs as a result of the influx of tourists,
the lack of trained specialists and staff, the lack of awareness and
information about the therapeutic properties of the springs, and the
lack of proper exploitation are recognized as the main challenges
facing the development of tourism in hot springs and mineral
springs. They have not been well introduced internationally and
domestically, and the health facilities and facilities available at the
majority of the springs are not suitable. If these challenges are
addressed, the aforementioned springs can play an important role in
attracting tourists and involving local communities with careful
planning.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Mineral Water, Challenges,
Opportunities, Medical Tourism
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