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Abstract

One attraction that makes Badakhshan different from other
provinces of Afghanistan is its language and cultural varieties. In the
border districts of Badakhshan, in addition to the Parsi Dari
language (which is spoken by the whole of Badakhshan's people),
residents of this province also use the Shughni, Wakhani,
Ishkashimi, Munjani, Sanklichi, Uzbeki, and Kirghizi languages.
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytic method
and shows that the Pamiri language, in addition to sharing common
linguistic and cultural features, possesses specific and distinctive
linguistic and cultural values. The linguistic and cultural similarities
between these languages indicate their origins and historical
background. Likewise, the existence of linguistic and cultural
differences among Pamiri languages reflects their independence.
Therefore, a strong overlap between language and culture as two
social and mental concepts. So, the description and analysis of one
of these is related to the description and analysis of the other. On the
one hand, each language is born in the heart of a culture, and on the
other hand, the use of a language in a special society reflects the
cultural values of that society. Consequently, the strengthening of a
language leads to the strengthening of its culture. Unlike neglecting
a language pushes its culture to the margin. So, the result of this
research shows that strengthening, continuity, and investment in
Pamiri languages can preserve the culture and values of these
language speakers. But, inattention and underuse of Pamiri
languages as cultural, historical, and identity heritage values are
contributing to the decline of a large part of Pamiri culture and the
indigenous culture of Badakhshan.

Keywords: Badakhshan, continuity, culture, language. Pamiri
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