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Abstract

The social consequences of drug use are vast, multilayered, and
deeply influential on human societies worldwide. Some of the most
significant effects include rising crime rates, the breakdown of
family structures, academic decline and school dropout, increasing
social and healthcare costs, social isolation and discrimination,
threats to public health, and the weakening of social and political
institutions. Moreover, the expansion of international drug cartels
and trafficking networks leads to corruption, instability, and the
weakening of governments. Drug addiction is considered one of the
most critical social challenges in Afghanistan, disrupting family
structures, security, education, the economy, and social
participation. This article aims to identify the major social effects of
addiction and drug use in Afghan society, including the rise in
poverty, divorce, unemployment, domestic violence, academic
failure among youth, and reduced social engagement. Findings
indicate that addressing these consequences requires serious
attention from the government, media, civil society, and religious
institutions, particularly in raising awareness, treatment, and
prevention. Using a descriptive—analytical method, this article
examines the social consequences of drug use and analyzes, based
on credible national and international sources, how the spread of
drugs contributes to social disintegration, increased poverty, crime,
and social isolation. The results show that countering this crisis
necessitates integrated and effective cooperation among
governmental, civil, cultural, and religious institutions.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Addiction, Social Consequences, Human
Societies, Narcotics.
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